
1

Friends of Bath Cats & Dogs Home,  
Registered Charity No: 284424  The Avenue, Claverton Down BA2 7AZ

NEWSLETTER
November 2017

www.friendsofbcdh.org



2

Chairman’s Report
Dear Friends,
Welcome to the Autumn/Winter issue of  the Newsletter. 
Let me begin by announcing that we will be having a 
‘Pet Remembrance Tree’ at our Christmas Event on 
19 November. This is an opportunity for people to 
remember their animals that are no longer with us. You 
can have a message placed on the ‘Remembrance Tree’ 
by sending your wording to us, with a donation, and we 
will ensure that it is put on the tree at Christmas. Please 
write ‘Remembrance’ on the back of  your envelope and 
send to me, Robin Eastman, Chairman, at Friends of  
BCDH, The Avenue, Claverton Down, Bath BA2 7AZ.
Now to our latest efforts in fundraising. I am afraid 
that we will not be able to continue the ‘1000 Club’ 
beyond this year due to falling membership but we are 
looking into a replacement event for the future. On a 
brighter note, I am pleased to tell you that our Clothes 
Sale in April and our Garden Party/Plant Sale in June 
went well. Despite a reduction in footfall at BCDH’s 
Fun Day, and with help from our regular contributors 
and cake-bakers, as well as additional book signing 
and photo-card stalls, we managed to make significant 
profits. Indeed, over the year we raised about £2,500 
thanks to your efforts and support.
Unfortunately, I have to report the loss of  a very dear 
Friend, Jean Harley, who sadly passed away on 13 July 
2017. Several of  the trustees attended her funeral and 
a fuller memorial will appear in our Spring/Summer 
issue. She will be greatly missed.
I look forward to meeting some of  you at our Christmas 
Coffee Morning but for those who cannot make it I 
would like to wish you all a Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year on behalf  of  the Friends’ trustees.
Robin Eastman

Front cover Jonty is a lovable, lively and intelligent two 
year‑old lurcher cross who is looking for his forever home.

Membership 
Matters
Dear Members
Every year we lose touch 
with about half  a dozen 
of  our members when 
they move house. They 
often (and generously) 
continue to pay their 
subscriptions by standing 
order but do not forward 
their new postal address 
to us. If  you move house 
please do notify me and 
kindly include your email 
address if  you have one, 
so that we can stay in 
contact with you. (This 
is normally four or five 
times a year so we will not 
be inundating you with 
emails!).
On behalf  of  all the 
trustees, I would like to 
send a heartfelt ‘thank 
you’ to those members 
who have sent us updates 
and pictures of  their 
adopted pets. Even 
though we are not directly 
involved in adoptions, 
it is lovely to hear how 
cats and dogs that have 
benefited from the Friends’ 
work are getting on and 
to share your cheering 
messages with the Home. 
Thank you.
Judith Burgess, 
Membership Secretary 
(membership@
friendsofbcdh.org)

mailto:membership@friendsofbcdh.org
mailto:membership@friendsofbcdh.org
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Celebrating Some of Our Wonderful Friends
The Friends are immensely fortunate 
to have some longstanding and loyal 
supporters who prove that you can 
always be young at heart and never 
too old to offer help to the animals 
at BCDH. 

We would like to highlight two such 
Friends, Gill Rich and Olive Stevens, 
who both live at St John’s Court extra 
care apartments. Olive decided to adopt 
Jimmy who was a rather shy and skittish 
cat. Now, thanks to Olive’s patience 
and kindness, Jimmy has grown in 
confidence and loves nothing better than 

being fussed. As our photo shows, he 
and Olive have developed a particularly 
close and loving bond and are certainly 
best friends. 

Gill is also extremely fond of  cats and 
she has been a Friend of  BCDH for many 
years. She helps the Home by knitting 
beautiful cat blankets for some very 
lucky felines which are often on sale at 
BCDH.

The Friends are immensely grateful to 
Gill and Olive for their loyal support and 
are extremely proud to be able to call 
them our Friends.

Olive Stevens with her best friend Jimmy. Champion knitter Gill Rich with some of  her 
creations.
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Marmite
The Burgess family have fostered over 
a hundred kittens and cats for BCDH 
down the years to ensure they have 
the best start in life before being 
offered for adoption. Judith Burgess, 
who is also the Friends’ membership 
secretary, tells Marmite’s heart-
warming story. The nation might be 
divided on whether it loves or hates 
Marmite yeast extract but everyone 
can’t help but love Marmite the cat. 

In the winter, before the flood of  foster 
kittens begins, our spare room usually 
has a breather, perhaps occupied by the 
occasional human visitor. Last winter, 
though, friends and relatives had to give 
way to a gentle giant called Marmite. 
This four-year-old beautiful black cat 
came into the care of  BCDH because 
his owners, sadly, could not afford the 
procedure needed to remove the crystals 
blocking his bladder. This is a terribly 
painful condition that tends to affect 
mostly highly stressed, overweight, 
neutered male cats, and Marmite 
certainly qualified. He weighed in at eight 
kilos though it wasn’t all fat. On exploring 
our room he stood up and looked over 
the back of  the sofa, the only cat we 
have known that could do this. Because 
of  the risk of  recurrence with the stress 
of  cattery life, the vets recommended 
fostering, and we got the call.

Very little was known of  his history. 
He clearly loved human company, 
purring and dribbling when stroked, but 
preferred to enjoy it from the safety of  
a secure hiding place. To save our backs 
and knees we made him a den on the 
sofa, and it wasn’t long before he was 

creeping out to lie next to us. Although 
he knew what a litter tray was for, he 
viewed it with suspicion, which wasn’t 
helped by him tripping when getting 
out of  it and frightening himself  with 
the noise of  the cat litter. A shallower 
tray and finer, quieter, litter gave him 
more confidence. We came to suspect 
that he had not had a tray at home, and 
was probably bullied when he toileted 
outside, leading to the bladder problem. 
When I picked him up from the vet’s I 
had a carrier for the cat and a bag the 
size of  a small suitcase for his seven 
different medications. Thankfully, he 
was not a difficult cat to treat as he loves 
tuna, so we could add the medicine to 
that and adding water to it as well meant 
we could help his inflamed bladder to 
recover. We had, slowly, to introduce a 
special diet that would help to stop the 
crystals forming again. Crucially, we had 
to get some weight off him.
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Thankfully, Marmite absolutely adored 
playing. It’s quite something to have a 
huge black cat hurtling across the room 
towards you in pursuit of  a toy. Our 
activity centres are designed for kittens, 
but that didn’t stop Marmite, and one 
now bears a distinct resemblance to 
that famous leaning tower in Pisa. As 
his health improved so did his energy, 
his coat and his affection for people. 
We allowed him to explore the rest of  
our upstairs and he began to show his 
cheeky side; my daughter soon learned 
not to leave her dinner unattended 
whilst she surfed the internet. It was 
wonderful to see hips and a waistline 
emerging from the black blob that was 
his previous shape. 
Once he was off all medication, 
established on his specialist food and 
confidently greeting all visitors, Marmite 
was put up for adoption. A wonderful 
young couple came to see him, bonded 

with him immediately, asked a great 
many questions, made copious notes and 
demonstrated that they had taken on 
board all the information given by the 
Home about his future lifestyle. I was 
very happy that Marmite had really 
landed on his paws with these people, 
and in April they took him home. They 
came to the Friends’ Garden Party and 
told me all about how he had settled in 
and what he had been up to (cheekier 
than ever). 
It was a real privilege for us to take in 
this stressed, unhappy, obese cat who 
had suffered terrible pain and help him 
to relax, recover, get fit and healthy and 
find a new home where he was loved. 
In return for our care he gave us purrs, 
dribble and a lot of  laughs. What more 
could we ask?!

‘Diet or no diet, I am having that piece of  lemon 
drizzle cake.’
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Behind the Scenes
Friends’ trustee Dennis Long talks 
about the importance of donated 
food and bedding to BCDH and 
about the volunteers who work to 
ensure that the food cupboards are 
never bare. 

Donations to charities come in many 
forms and one of  the most regular forms 
for BCDH is food and bedding. These 
are important contributions, given the 
number of  animals that pass through 
the doors of  BCDH every year. Food 
donations help ease the strain on food 
bills while, especially with winter on the 
way, bedding donations enable us to 
make sure the animals are kept cosy and 
warm during their stay at BCDH. 

Many people bring their donations of  
food and bedding directly to the Home 
(there are yellow bins situated in our car 
park) but there are people who aren’t 
able to get to us. This is where the 
valuable role of  our trusted volunteers 
comes in. Food bins are located at local 
supermarkets, so people doing their 
weekly shop are able to drop items into 
the bins. These bins are emptied and the 
contents are picked up by volunteers and 

brought to BCDH where they are sorted 
and allocated to the right place in our 
food store room until needed. 

We are always looking for food 
donations for the animals, whether it 
be dry, complete or tinned food. The 
dogs and cats also love it when treats are 
donated (such as chews, biscuit treats, 
etc.) as tasty titbits are often a highlight 
in their day. Treats are also used by 
carers to gain trust with animals that 
may be more nervous than others. 

Dog and cat toys are also very welcome, 
as they provide enrichment for the 
animals at BCDH and really entertain 
them during the day – especially when 
the staff and volunteers play with them! 
We also welcome any blankets, knitted 
blankets and duvets to enable the carers 
to make sure the beds are comfortable 
for each individual animal. Donated 
towels are also gratefully received to 
help keep the animals clean and dry, 
especially after muddy walks.

Thank you very much for thinking 
of  the animals when you do your 
supermarket shop.

Trustee Dennis Long (right) and fellow volunteer 
David Reed with supermarket donations

Let’s make sure the food store room is never bare. 
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Treasurer’s Report
Friends’ Treasurer Cary Bush gives a 
summary of the report he made to 
the Friends at their AGM in June 2017.

Nearly two years ago it was agreed by 
the trustees that we would work on 
developing a sustainable business model 
to ensure that funds would be available 
into the foreseeable future. 

Subscriptions and donations to the Friends 
have increased by £780 over 2015 and 
this can be attributed to more actively 
following up overdue subscriptions as 
well as attracting some new members. 
The trustees had made a decision in 
the year to place advertisements in local 
magazines/newspapers to try and attract 
new members. We are still evaluating the 
success of  these placements. While Sundry 
income has dropped, revenue from our 
collection box income has increased. 

We are still receiving funds from legacies, 
the majority of  which have been invested 
in our portfolio held by Hargreaves 
Lansdown. Their initial instruction 
included keeping pace with or indeed 
outstripping inflation over the longer 
term and beating the returns currently 
on offer to the trust from the bank or 
building society. During the year we 
realised 3.3% in dividend income from 
Hargreaves Lansdown with a 7% growth 
in the value of  the portfolio, overall a 
return of  just over 10%. This compares 
to 1.7% earned on our cash balances.

Our other portfolio was managed by 
Arjent Wealth Management and yielded 
2.1% dividend return on our assets. In 
April 2016 we were advised that Arjent 
had been placed in receivership but 

that our assets had been transferred 
to Beaufort Securities and were safe. 
The trustees are working with Beaufort 
Securities to identify appropriate 
investments to provide the best returns.

In line with an agreement with BCDH, 
the Friends paid £100,000 to subsidise 
their vet fees. The trustees have also 
committed up to £500,000 funds for 
capital works towards the building of  new 
kennels, contingent upon the trustees of  
BCDH being able to raise the balance of  
the funding to complete the works. 

In summary, the finances of  the charity 
are in good shape and the objectives of  
building a sustainable business model 
that will allow the Friends to provide 
grants on a regular basis is well on track.

Cary Bush, Treasurer
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Contact Details
Friends of  BCDH,  
The Avenue,  
Claverton Down,  
Bath BA2 7AZ
www.friendsofbcdh.org
friends@friendsofbcdh.org 

Chairman Robin Eastman
chair@friendsofbcdh.org
Vice Chairman Nick Burgess
vicechair@friendsofbcdh.org
Treasurer Cary Bush
treasurer@friendsofbcdh.org
Secretary Sammy Humphries
secretary@friendsofbcdh.org

Trustees
Robin Eastman (Chairman)
Nick Burgess (Vice Chairman)
Cary Bush (Treasurer)
Sammy Humphries (Secretary)
Louise Atkins
Claire Crew
Katrina Hurley
Lesleyanne Kendrick
Dennis Long
Lynda Pearce
Barbara White
If  you have any news items or interesting 
stories for our newsletter, please contact 
Barbara White at:  
newsletter@friendsofbcdh.org

Dates for Your Diary for 2017/18

Sunday 19 November 2017 
The Friends will hold a Christmas coffee 
morning with festive food and an 
opportunity to pick up some Christmas 
gifts. As usual, there will be a raffle with 
super prizes and Santa will be on hand to 
receive your gifts of  food for the animals.

Summer Garden Party (Date to be 
Confirmed)
After last year’s successful event, the 
Friends will be hosting another afternoon 
of  cream teas and strawberries, as well as 
a sale of  plants and garden paraphernalia 
including paperback books for summer 
reading. Please do come and support us 
and wish us a bright, sunny summer’s day 
for the event!!

Wednesday 20 June 2018
The Friends’ AGM 2018 will be held 
at BCDH on Wednesday 20 June at 
7pm with light refreshments available 
from 6.30pm. We hope you are able 
to attend as this is your opportunity to 

make suggestions and raise issues with 
the trustees. It is also your opportunity 
to elect the Friends’ trustees for 2018/19. 
If  you are interested in standing as 
a committee member we would be 
delighted to hear from you. Please 
contact our Chairman, Robin Eastman 
at chair@friendsofbcdh.org before the 
end of  May 2018.

Monday 27 August 2018 
BCDH will be holding its major 
fundraising event of  the year with its 
annual Fun Day. The Friends will have a 
stall with some items for purchase. This 
is the perfect time to renew memberships 
or to entice friends, family and 
neighbours to join the Friends and help 
us raise much needed funds. As an extra 
incentive, if  you introduce someone 
who subsequently joins the Friends you 
will receive a voucher, redeemable at a 
Friends event, for a cup of  tea/coffee and 
a piece of  cake! 

mailto:chair@friendsofbcdh.org

